Unintelligible and dilatory ballots – October 2009
How should the tellers treat a write-in vote for a fictitious character or a historical personage?
Opinion:  A write-in vote for a fictitious character or a historical personage is an unintelligible or dilatory vote and should be listed in the teller’s report as an illegal vote. Any name that obviously was not intended as a serious vote fits into this category. Such a vote may be an expression of opposition to all the recognized candidates. If the tellers have any doubt, the decision should be left to the assembly. Ordinarily an assembly decides the interpretation of ballots only if the doubtful ballots affect the election result. (RONR, page 402, “Un intelligible ballots…”).
