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In the absence of a bylaw provision for the conduct of elections, an organization is accustomed to electing officers by majority vote as required by its parliamentary authority. Before the last election, a member moved to suspend the rules so that the officers could be elected by plurality vote. Was the motion in order?
Opinion:  Since officers can be elected by plurality only if the bylaws so provide, the motion to suspend the rules to allow a plurality to elect was not in order. In other elections, such as the election of a committee, a special rule of order adopted in advance is necessary. Forethought is required to a single election. If it is difficult to obtain a majority vote to elect officers, use of a preferential system of voting should be considered. NOTE: Look at pages 411-414 in RONR for preferential voting system.
