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A member who was in arrears for current dues sent in a check for a life membership. In spite of a bylaw requirement that the applicant must be a member in a good standing, the treasurer cashed the check and the member was accepted as a life member. No question was raised. Three years later, the member’s status was challenged by another member who claimed that the life member was not in good standing and should be dropped from membership. What is the status of the life member?
Opinion:  The life member should retain his status as a life member in good standing. It is now very late to raise the point, which would seem to serve no constructive purpose. The cashing of the check by the treasurer completed the contract, and subsequent acceptance by the membership would appear to give unanimous consent. The member might do well to pay the back dues on his own initiative.
