Bylaws: when in effect? – April 2009
The members of a society voted by mail to adopt several amendments to the bylaws. When do the amendments go into effect?
Opinion:  Unless there is a proviso to the contrary, amendments to the bylaws go into effect upon adoption. (RONR, page 497; RONR 1990, page 590) When the vote is taken at a meeting, the time at which the amendments go into effect is the time at which the chair declares it adopted. The comparable time in a mail vote is the time the results of the vote are announced to the members. If this is done by mail, it is the time at which the announcement is deposited in the mail.
The above opinion is from the Parliamentary Opinions II (American Institute of Parliamentarians) by Virginia Schlotzhauer, Margaret A. Banks, Floyd M. Riddick and John R. Stipp.
